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different sectors. In 2017, the IAA initiated the establishment of the Sanhedrin Trail in the Galilee,

which stretches along some 120 kilometers, starting at Bet She’arim and ending at Tiberias.

Along the trail, the visitor is exposed to various modern and ancient Galilean populations and
traditions, as well as to the local, varied natural landscape—forests, groves, rocky hills and green
mountains, wide valleys, wadis and springs—and historical and archaeological sites. This
landscape is the setting in which the Sanhedrin sages, the leaders of the Jewish people during the
days of the Talmud and Mishna (second—fifth centuries CE), lived and taught following the Bar
Kokhba Revolt in Judea (135 CE). Along the Sanhedrin Trail, the public can participate in various
educational activities and archaeological digs, which are tailor-made for each group according to

its needs and points of interest.

The trail is marked by a distinctive menorah symbol, rendered in green, red and blue: the green
color symbolizes the Galilean landscape; the red stands for royalty, heroism and heritage; and the
blue—water, Sea of Galilee and an aspiration to the sky. Along the trail are basalt “milestones,”

engraved with some of the famous sayings of the sages of the Mishna.

The trail traverses the Lower Galilee from west to east, from Bet She’arim to Tiberias. It is divided
into five segments, which embody five universal values: (1) from Bet She’arim to ancient Usha,
“the Gate of Action”; (2) from Usha to Yodefat, “the Gate of Peace”; (3) from Yodefat to Zippori,
“the Gate of Humility”; (4) from Zippori to Arbel, “the Gate of Giving”; (5) from Arbel to Tiberias,
“the Gate of Love”. One can either walk the whole trail or travel it by segments. The segments
comprise different hiking levels; some can be travelled by bicycle, and some are wheelchair

accessible. Along the trail are campsites, where travelers can stay overnight.



The Production of Grape Honey (debes) in the Northern Golan

Heights and the Hermon

Oren Zingbaum — The Israel Antiquities Authority

Viticulture was prevalent in the region during ancient times, reaching a peak during the Roman
and Byzantine periods and lasting until the Islamic conquest of the country in 634 CE. As drinking
of alcohol and wine was prohibited by the Muslim religion, another industry was  sought
to exploit the grapes. This resulted in the widespread production of grape honey, which became a

common sweetener.

The production of grape honey continues today, especially in the Hebron Hills, where grapes are
abundant, and in the Golan Heights, where it is the main product of the Druze farmers. Magnificent
winepresses for treading grapes were found in the villages

of Mas‘ada, ‘Ein Qinya and Majdal Sham:s.

Many winepresses dating from the Roman, Byzantine and Islamic periods were discovered in
Israel, most of them were used in the wine industry. In a survey conducted in the Golan
Heights at the end of the 1960s, winepresses were documented in circa 20 sites. Near the road
leading from Mas‘ada to Majdal Shams is a still-operating winepress, which is used to
produce grape  honey (debes). It ~ comprises three  plastered  treading  floors, from
which must was channeled to five collecting vats; two surfaces for storing the grapes prior to their
pressing were found near the treading floors. Within the winepress was built a large oven
for boiling the must. Five pits served for the accommodation of vessels that were used to store the

must until it cooled.

The “Sanhedrin Trail” in Galilee

Yair Amitzur and Yardenna Alexandre
The Israel Antiquities Authority

The Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) set out to connect the public to its heritage and ancient past.
This is achieved through various community outstretch programs, such as archaeological
excavations, conservation projects and learning experiences in the field, which are attended by

many populations—thousands of which are school students—from all over the country and from
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Dating from the Roman period are thousands of textiles that were discovered in the Judean Desert,
e.g., in Qumran, Masada, ‘En-Gedi, the Cave of Letters, the Cave of the Treasure and Christmas
Cave, as well as in the Negev and the ‘Arava, at sites along the Spice Route connecting Petra and
Gaza, e.g., Mo’a, Sha‘ar Ramon, ‘En Rahel and Qasra. These textiles are made of linen, wool, goat
hair and camel hair. The finds from the Byzantine period include a few imported cotton and silk
textiles, appearing for the first time in the archaeological record.

Early Islamic period (seventh—eighth centuries CE) textiles are unique in the country. At Nahal
‘Omer—a agricultural village on the Spice Route—cotton fragments decorated in the warp-ikat
technique were found, colored in blue, brown, cream, reddish brown and red. These are the earliest
documented occurrence of this type of textile anywhere in the world, probably originating in India.
Medieval textiles (ninth—thirteenth centuries CE) are characterized by a special group of Mulham
textiles, comprising silk warps and hidden wefts. These textiles were usually made of cotton and
were found at Jazirat Fara‘un (Coral Island, today in Egypt). Another unique group of compound-
weave silk textile was found in Cave 38 in the cliff above Jericho. Luxury fabrics from this period

were woven on sophisticated looms, such as the drawloom, which produced complex patterns.

Ancient Glass Production in the Land of Israel from the Early

Roman Period to the Early Islamic Period

Yael Gorin-Rosen - The Israel Antiquities Authority

Ever since glass invention, glassmaking and glass working have been considered two separate
crafts. Glassmaking, sometimes termed ‘primary production’, designates the production
of raw glass, which involved the melting of soda, lime and silica in large
furnaces. Glass working, usually called ‘secondary production’, is the process in which raw glass
and recycled glass fragments were re-melted in small glass workshops and worked to create glass
vessels and objects.

Glass was one of the most important materials produced in Israel during the first millennium
CE. This paper highlights the importance of raw-glass production in the history of the country, as
well as the geographical distribution of the glass workshops, issues of technology, the glass value
in ancient economy and the role of glass objects in everyday life.

The information presented here is primarily based on archaeological  records, further supported
by studies  from other disciplines, such ~ as  written  sources, ethnographic  studies,
experimental works and chemical analyses. These aided in the reconstruction of the development,

growth and flourishing of the raw-glass production in Roman and Byzantine times.
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The First Stone Tools: Earliest Industries in the Earliest Site in the Middle
East, 'Ubeidiya, in the Jordan Valley

Gonen Sharon - Head of Masters’ Program in Galilee Studies, Tel Hai College
Stone tools are evidence of the earliest human industry. The earliest known stone tools were
produced some three million years ago in Ethiopia. This paper describes the oldest lithic industries
in the world, as a background for the presentation of the oldest stone tools discovered in the Levant,
originating from the Early Acheulian site of 'Ubeidiya, located in the Jordan Valley. First, the
terminology, primary research questions and challenges of the study of stone tools in prehistoric
archaeology are presented. Then, a description and definition of the earliest lithic industries in
Africa is offered. Finally, the lithic assemblage of 'Ubeidiya is presented, as well as the its place

in marking the shift to the succeeding stage in human cultural evolution, i.e., the Acheulian.

Textiles from the Neolithic until the Medieval Period in Israel

Orit Shamir and Naama Sukenik- The Israel Antiquities Authority

Textiles represent one of the earliest human crafts. They have an enormous potential in
contributing to the archaeological research, as they disclose social, chronological and cultural
aspects of past societies. However, textiles tend to be rare finds in archaeological excavations as
they are perishable organic materials and subject to rapid decomposition. Nonetheless, a rare
assemblage, comprising thousands of textiles from the south of Israel, was preserved due to the
extremely dry climate in the region, providing a glimpse into various aspects of past societies. The
Organic Material Collection in the Israel Antiquities Authority includes a large selection of
textiles, basketry and cordage that were retrieved from excavations and date from prehistoric times
to the modern era. The artifacts are treated in the Israel Antiquities Authority’s (IAA) laboratories
and are preserved in a climate-controlled environment. In this article, we present an overview of
the textiles from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic until the Medieval period in Israel

During the Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods, the raw material used in all the textiles in the
Southern Levant is domesticated flax (Linum usitatissimum). The earliest linen threads in the
Southern Levant were identified on a 10,020 year-old comb from the Murabba’at caves, near the
western shore of the Dead Sea. From the Chalcolithic period (fourth millennium BCE), hundreds
of textiles were recovered from the Judean Desert Caves, such as the Cave of the Treasure (Nahal

Mishmar) and the Cave of the Warrior (near Jericho).
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eastern margins of Tel Shadud. The coffin and the associated funerary gifts bear strong
resemblance to similar specimens known from Deir el-Balah, in the Gaza strip, and Bet She’an, in

the Jordan Valley.

Tel Qashish

Edwin C. M. van den Brink, Uzi Ad, Mohammad Hater and Orit Segal
The Israel Antiquities Authority
During April-May 2010, salvage excavations were conducted within a field located circa 150 m
north of Tel Qashish, in the Jezreel Valley, near the point where Nahal Qishon debouches into the
Zevulun Valley. A small cave was exposed, dated to Late Bronze Age II. Within the cave were
found two repositories: in one, more than 200 complete ceramic artifacts, some of them specialized
items, were found; the other comprised some 20 similar objects. This report offers a brief overview
of selected objects found within these repositories: a faience vessel, hundreds of terracotta objects,
tall fenestrated stands, incense burners, goblets (one with a sculpted human face), chalices and
imported Mycenaean and Cypriot wares. It seems that these caches, dated to the late Late Bronze

Age I, originated in a nearby temple or shrine.

Dolmen Rock Art in the Golan Heights and the Upper Galilee

Uri Berger - The Israel Antiquities Authority and
Gonen Sharon - Head of Masters’ Program in Galilee Studies, Tel Hai College
Thousands of dolmens are scattered throughout the Southern Levant: in Lebanon, Syria, Israel and
Jordan. This local phenomenon of megalithic burials, dated to the early stages of the Bronze Age,
is understudied and not fully understood. Despite more than 150 years of research, including the
excavation of hundreds such structures and the recording of thousands more, rock art from
Levantine dolmens has rarely been reported. Thus, the discovery of engraved features on the
ceiling of the central burial chamber of a huge dolmen in the Shamir field was of vital importance.
Since its finding, more dolmens exhibiting rock art were documented, including the depiction of
horned animals in a dolmen, in the Meshushim field, and a capstone adorned with several straight
carvings resembling a human face, in the dolmen of Qiryat Shemona. These rock engravings shed
new light on the culture of the people behind the construction of these megalithic structures,

allowing for a better understanding of the mysterious dolmen phenomenon in the region.
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area is estimated as at least 600 dunams. The identification of this settlement as a full-fledged city
is based on the following:

(1) The establishment of a normative domestic architectural style. Most of the structures were
capsule-shaped or rectangular with rounded corners. They were massively built on either a south—
north or an east—west axis, and were generally clustered in quarters, comprising also storage bins.
(2) The presence of an elaborate system of alleys, streets and squares, which altered the
settlement’s topography and connected the well-defined domestic quarters. The streets were often
paved and drained.

(3) The construction of public buildings, the most impressive of which was an elaborate complex,
c. 20X30 m. It was built of very wide and massive walls, and incorporated unique features such as
a large basin, which contained many burned animal bones. A cultic cylinder-seal impression and
a unique and rare anthropomorphic figurine were found inside the complex, possibly attesting to
its cultic nature.

The late EB IB settlement at ‘En ‘Esur was defended by a fortification system that was discovered
in its western side. The best-preserved wall segment was exposed to a length of 24 m and to a
width of 2 m. It was built from large stones and enforced by a semicircular tower that protruded
from it to the west.

Thus, it seems that by the end of the fourth millennium BCE, the site of ‘En Esur was the largest
city in the southern Levant, which seems to have dominated its surroundings and commanded the
important routes that connected the coastal plain with the inner valleys. This city was part of the

contemporary urban landscape, alongside Tel ‘Erani and ‘En Zippori.

A Late Bronze Age II Burial with Egyptian Characteristics at the
Foot of Tel Shadud in the Jezreel Valley

Edwin C.M. van den Brink, Danny Kirzner, Enno Bron and Ron Beeri
The Israel Antiquities Authority
Trial excavations carried out in 2013, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, on the lower
eastern slope of Tel Shadud in the Jezreel Valley, revealed a seemingly isolated clay coffin with
an anthropomorphic lid. The coffin contained a single male primary burial, which was deposited
at the bottom of a tightly constricted burial pit, about 1.8 m below the present surface. Subsequent
salvage excavations in 2014, carried out less than 3 m to its southeast, uncovered three more burial
pits (none of which contained a coffin), which contained four additional primary burials, also

oriented east—west. Together, these burials form part of a Late Bronze Age II burial ground on the
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From a Large Village to a Fortified City: The History of the

Settlement at ‘En Esur

Itai Elad, Yitzhak Paz and Dina Shalem - The Isracl Antiquities Authority
The site of ‘En Esur is located in the northern coastal plain of Israel, near the outlet of Nahal ‘Iron.
In its vicinity are two perennial springs and broad fertile plains. Central trading routes pass through
this area, connecting the coastal plain with the valleys to its east. The proto-historic settlement
established at the site flourished between the sixth and fourth millennia BCE.
During 2017-2019, salvage excavations were carried out at the site, in an area of 40 dunams, and
several subsequent settlements were discovered, dating from the Early Chalcolithic to the late
Early Bronze Age I (end of the sixth to the end of the fourth millennia BCE). Each of these
settlements was of a different size and character. In this article we present the two main periods
during which the settlement reached its zenith: the Early Chalcolithic 2 period and the late Early
Bronze Age L.
The Early Chalcolithic 2 Period. At the beginning of the fifth millennium BCE, the settlement was
quite extensive, reaching the estimated size of 500 dunams. Several superposed occupation levels
were uncovered, comprising the remains of rectangular dwellings, working surfaces and areas with
many various installations. The rich finds include animal bones, ceramics, flints, stone vessels and
tools, a large number of zoomorphic and anthropomorphic figurines, spinning whorls and sling
stones.
Monumental public architecture was also unearthed at the site: a rectangular building within a
large courtyard, and a 1.8 m wide wall, exposed to a length of 25 m, which may have served to
enclose part of the settlement for an unknown purpose.
Several infant burials, either covered by or enclosed within large jars, and adult burials in simple
pit graves, were found in between the dwellings—a typical burial practice during this period. One
monumental burial, however, stands out: an impressive stone-built tomb covered with huge stone
slabs. Within this burial was found the complete skeleton of an adult, accompanied by some small
bowls. Outside this burial was another adult burial lying next to its wall.
The architectural remains, including public structures and a built tomb, and the rich assemblages
of finds, point to an agrarian hierarchical society, who dwelled in a village that was the largest
heretofore known from this period in Israel. Future research will no doubt enrich our knowledge
concerning its culture.
The Late Early Bronze Age IB (late fourth millennium BCE). During this period, the small

agricultural village that was concentrated near the springs had grown into an immense city, whose
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Andrew and Phillip, three of Jesus’ disciples. The village was also mentioned by the Jewish
historian Josephus Flavius as a village that was upgraded to a polis named Julias by King Herod
Phillip.

Until our excavation, the site of et-Tel, located 2 km northeast of el-Araj and excavated during the
course of more than 30 years by Prof. Rami Arav, was considered the best candidate for the
identification of Bethsaida. However, the new excavation at el-Araj, headed by Prof. Steven Notley
from NYACK College New York and the author, attest that also el-Araj was a Jewish village in
the Roman period, during the first-third centuries CE. The discovery of the remains of a Roman-
type bathhouse may hint to the existence of an urban center, as described by Josephus Flavius.
Above the Roman-period remains, a Byzantine-period church was found—it might be identified
as the Church of the Apostles mentioned by an eighth-century CE Christian pilgrim.

The excavation at the site will continue next year, after it was flooded by the lake last summer.

Tel Qedesh Excavations, 1999-2010

Andrea M. Berlin - Boston University and
Sharon Herbert — Michigan University
Excavations at Tel Qedesh, the largest mound in Israel’s Upper Galilee, have brought to light an
enormous, previously unknown, commercial and administrative building. The structure was
initially constructed in the late sixth century BCE and remained in use for 350 years, under the
control of three successive imperial regimes: the Achaemenid Persians; the Ptolemies of Egypt;
and the Seleucids of Syria. In each period, this large complex served as a stage for interactions
between imperial powers, provincial administrators and local elites. Discoveries include Persian-
era glass and stone seals that show the Phoenician embrace of Achaemenid elite styles; storerooms
with jars containing an experimental strain of wheat; reception rooms and dishes reflecting rural
knowledge of cosmopolitan lifestyles; an archive with over 2000 clay bullae depicting Greek and
Phoenician deities, as well as symbols and images used by elite individuals; and an enormous,
solid gold coin—the largest and earliest ever found in Isracl—whose appearance at Qedesh allows

us a bird’s-eye view of power diplomacy in the early second century BCE.
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Sandala - Remains of a Settlement from the Byzantine, Mamluk and

Ottoman periods

Nurit Feig - The Israel Antiquities Authority
The village of Sandala is located on a hill in the western edge of the Gilbo’a ridge. During 2017—-
2018, four excavations and a survey took place in the village, revealing two sites: a court structure,
in the eastern neighborhood, and various installations, on the northern hill.
The court structure was surround by rooms; a well-preserved threshold survived in its north.
Remains of a channel that led to an oval well were exposed at the center of the courtyard. West of
the well, on the floor of the courtyard, a hoard of 18 bronze coins was discovered, dating the
structure to the first half of the sixth century CE. A secondary use of this structure was dated to
the Mamluk period; adjacent to the structure’s eastern walls was an Ottoman-period house, which
was built during the nineteenth century CE.
Quarries of various sizes were discovered mainly on the northern and western slopes of the hill,
some were tiny and served for extracting a single stone. The quarrying activity included the
separation of the sides of the stone from bedrock and then its extraction by pulling the stone
sideways. This detachment method created steps on the hillslope. Based on the imprints of the
stones, it can be estimated that hundreds of stones were quarried and used to build the
contemporary courthouse.
On the summit of the hill, a large winepress and two small ones were discovered, also dating to
the Byzantine period. Nearby, a mamluk rectangular structure consisting of two rooms was
uncovered atop a plastered Byzantine-period installation. The structure was reused in the Ottoman

period.

The Home Place of J the Apostles

Mordechai Aviam - Kinneret Institute for Galilean Archaeology, Kinneret College
The archaeological site of el-Araj (Bet Ha-Beq; in Hebrew: 'The House of the Beq') is located on
the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee, beside the Jordan River estuary to the lake. Until 1955, a
two-story-high building stood here, serving as the winter palace of Abdul Rahman Yusuf el-Pasha,
a rich Syrian who owned the lands of the Bteiha Valley and central Golan, from the last part of the
nineteenth century. The building was destroyed in 1955 in a battle between Syria and Israel.
By the end of the nineteenth century, this site was one of two candidates for identifying the biblical

village of Bethsaida, which is mentioned in the New Testament as the home of Peter, his brother
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An Early Islamic-Period Residential Quarter above the Remains of

the Roman-Period Theater in Tiberias

Walid Atrash — The Israel Antiquities Authority
In 2009-2010, a residential quarter dating from the Early Islamic period was uncovered within the
precincts of the Roman-period theater in Tiberias, following development works undertaken for
tourism purposes.
In 635 CE, Tiberias had surrendered to the Islamic armies, becoming the capital of Jund al-Urdunn.
A large mosque, a paved street and row of shops, industrial installations and dwellings were
exposed in the city center of that period.
In 750 CE, a change of regimes took place, and the Umayyad Dynasty was replaced by the Abbasid
Dynasty (750-980 CE); the capital of the Empire was now transferred from Damascus to Baghdad.
During the Abbasid period, Tiberias flourished and extended over a large area, from Hame
Teveriya in the south to the modern boundaries of the city in the north, way beyond its limits
during the Roman and Byzantine periods.
In the early Fatimid period (980-1033 CE), the city remained large and prosperous, and served as
a trade center until its final abandonment in the eleventh century CE.
The residential quarter, located in the modern civic center, at the foot of Mount Berenice, was
established in the Abbasid period (eighth-nineth centuries CE), and continued in use during the
Fatimid period (nineth-tenth centuries CE). Within this large, magnificent quarter were exposed
the remains of more than 20 dwellings, a street and alleys. The dwellings are of the court-house
type, comprising two stories, as is evidenced by stairways, usually constructed along the wall of
the central courtyard. In the Fatimid period, the dwellings underwent only minor changes,
including the blocking of old entrances and the opening of new ones. The finds within these
dwellings comprised stone vessels, imported pottery, metal vessels and gold coins, alluding to a
period of economic prosperity, which was achieved through commercial ties with the Muslim
world, especially with Damascus and Egypt. The excavation results attest that this quarter was
abandoned during the eleventh century CE, on the eve of the earthquake of 1033 CE; no evidence

was found of a settlement post-dating this event.
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